25O              SHE     MADE     WORLD     CHAOS

him, he did not learn of what had taken place until a letter
came from. William. William disclaims responsibility for"
this cruel shock, inflicted upon his father. It was his belief
that official notification had been sent by the Chancellor.
When he discovered that this was not the case, he went
immediately to Bismarck. Bismarck promised that this
should be done, and actually drew up the official letter to the
Crown Prince in William's presence. However, for reasons
known only to himself, the Chancellor chose not to send the
letter nor any other one. Coming quite unexpectedly,
William's letter seemed almost casual in its tone.

The effect upon the Crown Prince was terrible. His face
suffused with scarlet. He closed his eyes. When he opened
them the tears coursed down his cheeks and dripped from the
blond beard. Fierce, burning tears of rage, then tears of
broken-hearted feebleness. He looked up piteously at his
wife.

" I am not yet an idiot or incapable ! " he squeaked.
In December the Crown Princess allowed an occurrence at
Villa Zirio which for sheer inanity and indiscretion trans-
cends any of her previous doings. As usual, she had some
justification for her action, and as usual it took the form of
defying high places in the country of which she was a
Princess. Bismarck has been vilified for his brutal and
heartless attitude toward Empress Frederick when she was
left a widow. The trick that the Crown Princess played
upon him at this point may have seemed justified to the
perpetrator, but the Chancellor and, for that matter, Prince
William necessarily saw it in a very sinister light. This was
open warfare with a vengeance. If Bismarck ever took
himself to task for overestimating the dangerous possibilities
in the Englanderin and her English relations, he never did
so after piecing together the items of this intrigue.

It was a crude little drama, exceedingly clever in its way,
and worthy of inclusion in any melodrama of espionage. It
centred round the Franco-Prussian War diaries of the Crown
Prince. When the three boxes of private letters had been
taken to England at the time of the Jubilee, the Crown